INTRODUCTION
relations were not established. That would have been
impossible ; that would have meant the dissolution of
human society. It simply meant that the new, post-
feudal, social relations, under which we still live, were
established unconsciously. These are the social relations
of capitalism, the social relations of the market. Every
man is now free, none has legal, compulsive powers
over any other. Sodety is composed of free atoms.
But how are these human atoms to meet at all?
How are men to organise any form of co-operation
for associated labour ? How are social interconnec-
tions of any kind to be achieved? The answer is
that new and tighter, though now unconscious and
invisible, bonds have grown up behind men's backs
out of those commercial relations of buying and selling
which were the one form of social intercourse allowed
in the theory of post-feudal society. This single rela-
tion of buying and selling, by turning into the relation
of buying and selling man's power to labour, has
become die compulsive relation of employer to em-
ployee ; it has become an acute form of domination.
In modern society almost the only relation of which
men are conscious is their relation to the commodi-
ties which they buy and sell. But behind this relation
to things has lain concealed a social relation; a
relation of domination to other men- To make all
this conscious; to make men realise that they live
in a highly, though invisibly, intergraded society, is
the first, analytic step of the work of the modem
liberator.
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